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[@ work force at 40 because 
| l ; your hands and feet no longer 
function properly. 


In 1998 I had to chose 
between continuing to sell 
my compromised physical 
capacity for a minimum wage 
or go on a meager, 

J provincially funded disability 
pension. 





Since I was already used to 
life on a budget, and believe 
that people should work to 
live not live to work, I 
decided I’d rather adjust to 

| poverty and conserve my 
body and soul than wear 
myself out on the job. I knew 
Pd need what strength I had 
left in order to keep living 
some sort of life. 


Thirteen years ago things 
were much different at the 
aF disability office in the 
— e : 5 — hN Ai | Gateway Plaza. While 
i “regular” welfare recipients 


Daryl Hannah was one of 1252 arrested areloftenitreaied like lazy 


in Washington DC during the August rally criminals. hose of ús- forced 
to stop construction of the Keystone to leave the work force dueto 
XL Pipeline from Alberta to Texas, and illness were treated with 
demand investment in alternative energy compassion and received the 
infrastructure and jobs help we needed without 
For more info, visit tarsandsaction.org. judgement. I’m speaking in 
Photos of Daryl from REUTERS/Kevin Lamarque Z| ‘He past tense because the 
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nother summer’s nearing its end, 
A that means it’s time again to 

really think about the 200,000 — 
300,000 homeless people across Canada. 
How many will freeze to death again this 
winter, uncared for and undocumented? 
How can we prevent that, and build a 
Canada with adequate and appropriate 
housing for all? 






It’s not just Canada facing this crisis. Over the summer millions of 
people took to the streets throughout European and Mediterranean 
countries, demanding an end to corporate corruption and changes to 
banking systems and government. People are realizing that we 
cannot find real solutions while relying on capitalist economics, 
which demands endless growth at all costs, and profit above all else. 


In July, friends of Street Newz sent Rose Henry, intrepid and 
indigenous warrior for justice, connected by birthright to a long and 
successful tradition of native non-capitalist survival, to Glasgow to 
represent us at the International Network of Street Newspapers 
(INSP) Conference. A big thank you to everyone who helped with 
this. It was decidedly one of the best decisions we’ve ever made. 
Rose was the only vendor out of 80 delegates from 29 countries. 


I feel compelled to express my concern about the direction the boom- 
ing international street newspaper movement is headed. Experienced 
editors, journalists, media analysts, with plenty of business savvy, 
are influencing our world. Perhaps they’ ve become disillusioned 
with the corporate media, perhaps they’ve been pushed out as it 
collapsed around them. They bring with them firm ideas about how 
to organize, produce, write, brand, communicate, and sell. 


Selling, it seems, is the primary goal. The logic is - we’ve got to 
produce something colourful and eyecatching so the vendors can 
make money and lift themselves out of poverty. Stories about 
Jennifer Lopez, Bill Gates, the Obamas and David Cameron fill their 
pages. It’s true they’re selling a ton of papers. They’re successful 
business people, and they’re helping lift people out of poverty. 


But isn’t our mission also to change the world? Is our business 
model encouraging a move away from inequality, or are we merely 
capitalists, dependent on an underclass of citizens willing to sell 
our wares through all types of weather? 


To be fair, I wasn’t at the conference so I don’t know what went on 
in workshops beyond the notes posted online. I realize it’s a lot of 
work to organize such an event, and some effort was made to attract 
vendors. Conferences are expensive, especially for small 
newspapers like us. I was hoping for skype or teleconference 
opportunities, so I could also attend workshops from a distance, 
maybe next time. I know that Rose was a popular attendee, holding 
daily press conferences, educating about the missing women from 
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside and other street related news. 


It’s true that some street newspapers (they’re all online you can 
check) expose the flaws and corruption of the dominant corporate 
culture, and call for systemic change. Some publish vendor 
profiles, and tell stories about people living in poverty. But few 
publish articles written directly by folks from the street community. 


And so I ask ... are we printing newspapers that really represent the 
homeless and street communities, or are we printing newspapers 
that representatives from the homeless and street communities sell? 
Do vendors feel they’re selling a newspaper that represents them 
and their concerns, or do they merely have a job? Are people in the 
street community able to afford the local street newspaper? 


At the time of this writing, four Big Issue newspapers (London, 
Bristol, Cardiff, and Glasgow) show Dolly Parton on their front 
cover (www.street-papers.org/our-street-papers). I have nothing 
against Dolly Parton, per se, but I’m concerned that some of my 
colleagues aren’t seeing the forest for the trees. 


ee 






Speaking of which ... are they printing on post consumer recycled 
newsprint, or on virgin wood fibre extracted from Canada’s boreal 
forests (www.canopyplanet.org/?page=dispelling-the-myths-about-newsprint)? 


Students of Journalism often say “we have to be objective” or, “we 
have to tell both sides of the story.” I’ve studied English Literature, 
History, and Education, and Life, with work experience in customer 
technical support for accounting software, and I can tell you ... 
there is no such thing as objectivity, especially when you’re 
dependent on revenue from sources that will shape, consciously or 
not, your editorial voice. 


For example, how will we accurately and objectively report all sides 
of the London 2012 Olympic story if we’re accepting money from 
Samsung Corporation to print advertisements promoting the Games? 


It’s impossible to put an entire set of values and a lifetime of social 
conditioning aside when we do our jobs. We all live with a set of 
beliefs that influence the way we see and interpret the world. I 





prefer to accept that, and be honest about it. This is who I am, 
these are the things I believe are important. If you want to read 
another side, go pick up a corporate newspaper or turn on the 
television news. And then check the internet. Talk to people. 
There are many sides to every story, and it’s impossible to cover all 
of them. In the street press, we represent those who are economi- 
cally marginalized and socially oppressed. 


But who am I? Why would anyone listen to me? I personally live 
under the poverty line without a pension, and we’re a little tiny 
newspaper almost broke, constantly searching and hoping for small 
amounts of grant money or donations to help us stay afloat. 


I won’t sell out, but I am willing to test the theory that celebrities 
sell papers. Daryl Hannah has again been arrested (the first time 
was in November 2006 when she tried to help stop a Los Angeles 
community garden from being paved over) and I’ve chosen to put 
her on our front page. I’ll consider printing other recognizable 
faces if it helps sell newspapers - though not too many because I 
also love forests — but only if they’re risking arrest or otherwise 
expressing their solidarity, peacefully and nonviolently, with the 
great global revolution for significant structural change. 


If my colleagues don’t consider themselves activists, perhaps they 
can be convinced that, as journalists, they are (with some exception) 
missing the story of the century. Those millions of citizens 
occupying their city squares demanding significant structural change 
are strong, unified, creative, consistent, and growing. It’s a story 
worth covering, and those millions of people might just want to 
support a newspaper that bothers to give voice to their efforts. 


In the July 18-24 Big Issue (Scotland) a reader wrote: “I keep 
reading The Big Issue and being frustrated by the seeming lack of 
understanding of the way in which our economy and monetary 
systems work ... the current recession is simply a part of the 
boom-and-bust cycle that is the inevitable outcome of the way 
money is created.” The reader recommends interviewing Ben 
Dyson of Positive Money (www.bendyson.com) for a “thorough 
understanding of the structure of the system” which “leads to a 
lessening of frustration about the madness of it all and points 
toward a coherent and lasting solution.” I would ask that person to 
do the interview, and offer to publish it. 


In the Victoria Street Newz, you hear from people who live poverty 
every day, from people who have studied or witnessed alternate 
economic systems, from people who criticize the dominant culture 
and recommend viable solutions. I didn’t found this little 
newspaper intending to get wealthy off it. I just want to survive, 
and leave the world a little better than I found it. I am an activist, 
and proud of it. I love this beautiful planet and I believe that 
capitalism, with its unending quest for growth and expansion, is the 
source of all our problems. The dominant economic system 
encourages, nurtures, and rewards greed, and a world poised on the 
brink of destruction with homelessness and hunger and an uncertain 
climatic future is its end result. That’s where we are now. 


The Street Newz is a place to find something different ... a different 
analysis of how things got this bad, and a place where people can 
share their creative ideas and solutions about how to survive it. 
When we solve the fundamental societal problems, when everyone 
is housed and fed and we’ve accepted simplicity rather than 
excessive abundance so our earth can heal, then we can focus on 
flogging entertainment news. 


As we go to press the number of recognizable names joining the Keystone 
XL Pipeline protest continues to grow, and now includes a number of Nobel 
Peace Laureates (Rigoberta Menchu, Archbishop Desmund Tutu, Mairead 
Maguire, Betty Williams, Adolfo Perez Esquivel, José Ramos-Horta, Jody 
Williams and Shirin Ebadi among them), in addition to the 14th Dalai 
Lama. Along with Daryl Hannah, among the arrested were NASA climate 
scientist James Hansen, Canadian author and activist Naomi Klein, 350.org 
founder Bill McKibben, former White House official Gus Speth, filmmaker 
Josh Fox, and representatives from First Nations including actress Tantoo 
Cardinal, Cree, from Alberta. 


ILLING THE PLANET 
RGANISE & RESIST! 
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disability office, the professionals hired to run this 
government agency whose sole purpose is to help 
disabled folks with their varied needs, no longer exists. 
I accept that growing demands on the system and cuts 
to social programs is just the natural course of 
capitalism, but I find it reprehensible what the ministry 
makes weakened sick folks go through. 


Thirteen years ago I scurried all over town getting 
reams of paperwork filled out by my various healthcare 
professionals. Had I remained in the workforce any 
longer, I seriously doubt I would have had the energy 
to successfully jump thru all the bureaucratic hoops 
leading up to my eligibility for assistance. Over this 
past decade plus, my physical health has plummeted 
and, not surprisingly, so has my mental health. Chronic 
pain is not only depressing and exhausting, it is 
debilitating. Factor in the poverty and, well, you can 
only imagine... 


Fortunately, I received the hand splints and orthotics I 
needed right away that would slow down the 
deterioration of my hands and feet. My “foot guy” 
(John Hamilton Orthotics) performed magic by 
removing about 80% of my foot pain allowing me to 
not only walk, but get out of bed each day. Over the 
years he has made several pairs of these invaluable 
customized shoe inserts as my feet change shape. 
When I fell in Nov’09 and fractured a bone in my foot, 
John saw me immediately and adjusted my orthotic to 
ease the pain. The fact that I have gone years without 
seeing him is testament to his effectiveness. 


Months ago I had to replace my shoes and bought a 
nearly identical pair. My orthotics fit in nicely but my 
foot pain intensified and I noticed I was walking way 
less (my dog noticed this too!). My feet hurt! But being 
used to such pain I figured I just needed to break in my 
new shoes and things would improve. I was wrong. 
The pain has only increased. Each morning I am 
greeted with what can only be described as a floor full 
of shard glass and salt. From the moment I get up to 
the moment I go to bed, my feet are killing me. That 
shard glass and salt combo are in every pair of socks 
and yes, even in my shoes with the custom orthotics. I 
decided my feet must have changed again (my bunions 
are creating hammer toes and my plantar fasciitis has 
worsened due to weight gain) so I figured I needed new 
orthotics (the ones I have are almost 3 years old) and 
called John. 


You can imagine that after 12 years of uncomplicated, 
readily available and no-charge service, I was shocked 
to learn that I now needed to go up to the Ministry first 
and pick up a form which I must then take to my doctor 
for her to fill out, then to my foot guy for him to fill 





out, then take said form back to 
the Ministry and wait for 
approval! I was told this could 
take MONTHS!!! 


Are you kidding me? 


Thirteen years ago I provided all 
the proof needed to get my 
disability status and my orthotic 
coverage. My healthcare 
professionals stated back then that 
my physical problems were never 
going away and would most likely 
get worse. My crippled gait has 
now lead to knee problems. A 
recent MRI clearly shows knee damage and a bone 
scan confirmed osteoarthritis. So now that I am in far 
worse shape, I must bike all over town getting more 
paperwork filled out before I am allowed to get the 
help I proved I needed over a decade ago. And that’s 
providing they approve my request! ! 


So last week I made that horrible trek up Blanshard 
(you cannot get anything done over the phone) and 
risked my life trying to turn left across 4 lanes into the 
Gateway parking lot. I hobbled from my bike to the 
nearest office chair and waited my turn. When I got to 
the counter I began explaining my concerns. There was 
no compassion. In fact, I was curtly told that staff do 
not have to listen to any complaints and that I could 
leave and come back when I was in a better mood! I 
assured her there was no chance of that ever 
happening! I got the forms I needed and en route home 
almost got hit by a #70 bus cutting into the bike lane on 
Blanshard! 


My doctor is on vacation until next month. And 
although I managed to book an appointment with my 
foot guy, it will now cost me $65 I do not have just to 
see him! Meanwhile, I CAN’T WALK! My feet are so 
weak and sore that even biking has become difficult. 
I’ve gone from about 30 miles a day to about 5. The 
inevitable weight gain and depression are only making 
matters worse. But the politics? The bullshit policies 
and budget cuts? The overt lack of concern and 
threatening nature of the staff? This is inexcusable! If I 
couldn’t complain to the ministry who could I share my 
story with. The woman behind the counter said “Your 
MLA.” 


I got home and sent off a detailed email to Carole 
James. I was impressed with how quickly her office 
responded and was invited to come in to discuss my 
concerns. What a helpful and pleasant office! Amongst 
other things, I learned that some people believe Christy 
Clark was somewhat obliged to give Harry Bloy a 
ministry position and he was given 

| 4 the Ministry of Social 

la] Development... the folks responsible 
for helping out the disabled. It was 
his decision that orthotics are not 
essential. New regulations state that 
the only way they will cover orthotic 
costs is if the only other alternative 
is amputation! 


=| UNBELIEVABLE!! Can you 
imagine?? 


Į Each day, each step I take with 
ill-fitting orthotics further damages 
my feet. So I walk less. Pain forces 
me to spend much of my day sitting 
or lying down. I must rely more on 
my bike for mobility. The Gateway 
to hell is paved with uncaring souls 
who have no idea what pain, poverty 
and suffering is all about. If Mr. 
Bloy could just spend a few hours in 
my broken glass and salt filled 
shoes, I’d like to think he would 
reconsider his drastic policies 
regarding foot care. If only our 
government gave a damn about us... 


Can you imagine...? 





Dear Couz ... 
The D.I.A. is bugging me again... 


by Jennifer Hastie 


known today as the Department of Aboriginal Affairs and 

Northern Development, have put various Canadian tribes 
through over the years. Our tribes nearly always have a difficult time 
making decisions, certainly, even getting started, on any financial 
project until the “big daddies” over in Ottawa get all their paper 
work done. We’ve known that for many years. Today’s issue of the 
Times Colonist (August 25, 2011) reveals a blatant example of what 
I am talking about. 


B oy, I get angry when I see what the bureaucrats in the D.LA., 


As you recall, ‘way back in September, 2011, flooding in Kingcome 
Inlet was very bad. Residents were forced to leave their reserve 
because most buildings were not usable. Many non-natives were 
sympathetic to this tribe’s plight. We also learned at that time that 
other Indian tribes went out of their way to accommodate Kingcome 
residents until they could move back home. 


The T-C article reports today that the Kingcome Inlet group still 
hasn’t got the money that was promised to restore some of the flood 
devastation. The T-C interviewed Roberta Smith, band manager, 
about the situation. Just to dig the knife in a little deeper, the T-C 
reports that the flooding was probably aggravated by previous 
logging practices of “clear cutting” along the river’s edges. 


Now the residents are experiencing the rise of the river again, in fact, 
the river has broken its banks. 


Why has the paper work not been done? Why has the Aboriginal 
Affairs minister’s verbal promise been virtually ignored? What do 
these people have to do to make things happen? 


I remind you that Kingcome Inlet was the setting for the famous 
novel, I heard the Owl Call my Name. It’s a story of grief, and very, 
very real. Several years later, the novel was made into a movie, 
filmed up in Ahousaht, one of the Nuu-chah-nulth reserves...did you 
ever get to see it? 


I know that projects can be started with a “lump sum” with the 
understanding that the paperwork will be done at a future date and that 
no “extra monies” can be obtained until fine details are worked out. 


Why, then, has the Band Council up in Kingcome Inlet not been 
given this opportunity to get vital restoration work started? What 
does it take to motivate the D.I.A.? Do they expect the workers to 
exist on love, rather than food? 


Never think for a moment that our natives “have it easy,” Couz. 
Things might look good on the surface, but D.I. A. is still their “big 
Daddy” in many, many cases. Thank goodness the Nuu-chah-nulth 
Tribal Council is well on their way to being free from the D.I.A.’s 
clutches. 


Jennifer and her husband live in Victoria today. She is a healthy, 
active senior who enjoys writing volunteer articles for various 
publications. 


Rebuilt computers available 
for free or indefinite loan to 
low or no income people. 
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By Gordon Pollard 


at how the so-called “terrorist attacks” 

of September 11th, 2001, were actually a 
“false-flag” operation orchestrated by the small 
ruling cabal in Washington, D.C., to provide a 
pretext for waging two bogus wars, looting the 
energy resources of the Middle East and Central 
Asia, cracking down on political dissidents and 
pouring hundreds of billions of dollars of public 
money into the coffers of oil, arms and security 
companies. 


I: September’s Street Newz we began looking 


Let’s look now at four more of the most 
significant of the official 9/11 lies and deceptions: 


e Of all the lies we were told on 9/11, none was 
more dramatic or more heart-rending than the 
story about how a group of “heroic passengers” 
aboard United Airlines Flight 93 had 
supposedly overpowered four “hijackers” and 
sent the plane plummeting to the ground near 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. Sadly, however, this 
story has turned out to be pure fiction: a fairy 
tale concocted by the authorities to cover up the 
fact that the plane was actually shot down by 
two F-16 fighter jets dispatched from Langley 
Air Force Base in Virginia on the orders of 
Vice-President Dick Cheney, and its debris was 
scattered over 13 square kilometres of the 
Pennsylvania countryside. 


In its official report, the 9/11 commission 
acknowledged that Dick Cheney issued an order 
to shoot down Flight 93 but said the order wasn’t 
given until 10:10 a.m. — seven minutes after the 
plane had crashed, supposedly because of a 
revolt against the “hijackers” by a group of 
“heroic passengers.” 


But the 10:10 a.m. time claimed by the 
commission was flatly contradicted by a number 
of key figures, including White House 
counter-terrorism chief Richard Clarke who said 
he received word of Cheney’s shoot-down 
authorization no later than 9:45 a.m. Moreover, 
the records show a “scramble” order was issued 
at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia at 9:24 
a.m. and two F-16 jet-fighters took off from the 
base at 9:30 a.m. 


Even Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz 
publicly stated two F-16 fighter-jets were tailing 
Flight 93 before 10:00 a.m. — and there is 
compelling evidence they executed Cheney’s order 
and blasted the plane out of the sky at 10:03 a.m. 


Multiple witnesses who lived in the part of rural 
Pennsylvania over which Flight 93 was flying 
reported hearing noises and seeing flashes in the 
sky consistent with missiles hitting a plane. Several 
people also observed what looked like a shower of 
debris from an aircraft falling from the sky. 


On the ground, a number of investigators, including 
a special unit from Asahi Television of Japan, 
combed the area and discovered small fragments of 
debris from the plane strewn across a 13-kilometre 
swath of territory. Also part of one of the engines 
from the aircraft was found far from the site where 
the plane had allegedly spiralled into the ground. 
Astonishingly, at that site near Shanksville there 
was no indication at all that a plane had crashed 
there — no wreckage, no luggage, no bodies — just 
an eerily smouldering crater. 


On 9/11 reports that Flight 93 had been shot 
down were circulating widely in military and 
intelligence circles. For example, Major Daniel 
Nash, an F-15 pilot who had been dispatched 
from Otis Air Force Base in Massachusetts, said 







9/11 newz 


9/11; “The Big Magic Trick” Ten Years Later 


(Second of Three Parts) 


This article is dedicated to the memory of Hal Sisson, the distinguished lawyer, 
author and activist who was among the first to question “the official 9/11 fairy 
tale” and who inspired me and others to investigate the events of September 
11th, 2001, to try to discover the truth about what really happened that day. 


that after returning to his base, he was told that a 
military F-16 had shot down an airliner in 
Pennsylvania. 


At Los Angeles International Airport, Charles 
Lewis, who, as we mentioned in last month’s 
instalment, was carefully monitoring FAA, 
NORAD and FBI communications, said: “We were 
told fighter-jets had been scrambled and had shot 
the plane down over Pennsylvania — and that was 
way before they started telling us the ‘hero’ story.” 


The main “evidence” produced by the authorities 
to support the official story of a passenger revolt 
consisted of a number of cell-phone calls which 
passengers allegedly made from the plane, 
including the most famous one in which the 
“revolt leader” supposedly shouted, “Let’s roll!” 
It now seems quite clear, however, that this 
“evidence” is bogus. Extensive tests by 
independent experts have demonstrated that the 
kind of high-altitude cell-phone calls allegedly 
made from Flight 93 were simply impossible 
with the technology available at that time. But 
the technology to produce realistic-sounding 
voice-morphing fakes certainly did exist in 2001. 


Moreover, the other “evidence” which the 
authorities produced, the melodramatic dialogue 
on a tape supposedly from the cockpit 
voice-recorder on Flight 93, is also quite clearly 
fraudulent. That strange tape (released 1,670 days 
after 9/11) is full of anomalies and absurdities. At 
one point, for example, we hear passengers 
talking about using a drink cart to break down the 
cockpit door. But in reality, of course, the “black 
box” in the cockpit couldn’t possibly have 
recorded voices in the passenger compartment 
with the cockpit door closed. 


I found the story of the “passenger revolt” aboard 
Flight 93 to be one of the saddest aspects of the 
9/11 fraud. What seemed at first to be a wonderful 
story of heroism and self-sacrifice turned out to 
be a cruel and cynical hoax that the authorities 
used to “sell” the 9/11 lies to the public. 


For more details see: 


e “The Impossible Phone Calls of 9/11” by Rowland 
Morgan in Global Outlook (Issue 13), 2009 

¢ The New Pearl Harbor Revisited by David Ray Griffin 
e Against All Enemies: Inside America’s War on 
Terror by Richard A. Clarke 

e “Debunking 9/11 Lies” by Jim Hoffman in Global 
Outlook (Issue 10), 2005 











e WIC Building 7, the 47-story structure that 
mysteriously collapsed even though it wasn’t hit 
by any plane, appears to have served as a key 
co-ordination centre for the “attacks” on the 
twin towers, and the building was literally 
blown to smithereens with high-powered 
explosives on the afternoon of 9/11 to make sure 
any incriminating evidence would be destroyed. 


Among the many weird things that happened on 
9/11, perhaps the most bizarre of all was the live 
BBC television report at 5:14 p.m. in which 
reporter Jane Standley told us World Trade 
Centre Building 7 had collapsed — even though 
we could clearly see that the building was still 
standing in the background behind her. 


Indeed, the BBC had begun reporting the 
collapse of WTC 7 at 4:53 p.m. on radio and 4:54 
p-m. on television. And CNN television anchor 
Aaron Brown had started reporting the building’s 
collapse even earlier, at around 4:00 p.m. As with 
Mark Twain’s death, reports of WTC 7’s demise 
had been greatly exaggerated. 


But not for long! At 5:21 p.m. all the remarkably 
prophetic reports came true and WTC 7 did, in 
fact, collapse into its own footprint in just 6.5 
seconds. It marked the highly unusual end of a 
highly unusual building. 


Contrary to what the authorities claimed, WTC 7 
wasn’t “just an ordinary office building.” It was 
actually one of the most important buildings in 
New York City, housing major offices of the CIA, 
FBI and Department of Defense. Also the 
Securities and Exchange Commission kept vast 
records of bank transactions on floors 11 through 
13, including many involving financial officials 
who were under investigation at that time for 
fraud. All these records were destroyed, as bad 
luck would have it, when the building collapsed! 


But by far the most important offices in WTC 7 
were those of Mayor Rudy Giuliani’s Emergency 
Management Command Centre, which had been 
set up on the 23rd floor in June, 1999, to serve as 
a headquarters “bunker” where officials would 
deal with any possible terrorist attacks or other 
major crisis. 


Given the obvious importance of WTC 7, one 
would have thought the authorities would have 
given high priority to explaining why this 
building collapsed on 9/11. Astoundingly, 
however, the 571-page official 9/11 report not 
only gives no such explanation but doesn’t even 
mention the fact the building collapsed. 


On 9/11, immediately after learning that the 
North Tower had been “attacked,” New York 
City’s Emergency Co-ordinator Barry Jennings 
and Corporation Counsel Michael Hess rushed to 
WTC 7’s emergency command “bunker” where 
they had expected to find Mayor Giuliani taking 
charge of operations. But, to their amazement, 
the “bunker” had been largely abandoned and 
one of the few people still there told them to 
leave immediately and to go to 75 Barkley Street, 
where they would find Giuliani. 


The mayor said later he hadn’t gone to the WTC 
7 23rd floor “bunker” because it was “obvious” 
to him that Building 7 was going to collapse. One 
of the greatest mysteries of 9/11 to this day is 
why Giuliani was so certain WTC 7 was going to 
collapse even though the city’s emergency 
officials and firefighters weren’t certain — and 
even though only fairly small fires were burning 
in that building. 


In any case, after 9/11 the authorities hoped at 
first they could get away with ignoring the WTC 
7 collapse. But they soon discovered that a 
47-story building couldn’t be swept under the rug 
without a huge bulge showing. Complaints from 
some of the families of 9/11 victims eventually 
forced the authorities to call an “investigation,” 
and that unenviable task was given to the 
National Institute of Standards and Technology. 


As we’ve already seen, Building 7, like the twin 
towers, was clearly brought down by pre-posi- 
tioned cutter-charge explosives. But for NIST, of 
course, the truth wasn’t an option, so they came 
up with an astonishingly convoluted story about 
one of the building’s pillars, the magical 
“Column 79,” supposedly having fallen in such a 
highly unusual way that it caused “a chain 
reaction” among the other pillars. 


In his painstakingly detailed 328-page book, The_ 
Mysterious Collapse of World Trade Center 7: 
Why the Final Official Report about 9/11 is 
Unscientific and False, David Ray Griffin calls 
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NIST’s explanation “a 
thoroughly unscientific 
theory, resting on a 
combination of observation, 
free speculation, implausible 
claims, fudged data and 
outright fabrications.” 


Those views are shared by 
David L. Griscom, who was 
a research physicist at the 
U.S. Naval Research 
Laboratory for 33 years. He 
says: “Griffin’s book 
provides unequivocal 
evidence of massive 
scientific fraud committed 
by a politicized NIST.” 
Griscom was one of more 
than 15,000 U.S. scientists 
(including 52 Nobel 
laureates) who signed a 
statement in 2008 accusing 
the Bush administration of 
“distortion of scientific 
knowledge for partisan 
political ends.” 


The release of the NIST 
Report on August 21st, 2008, 
was also shrouded in 
additional controversy and 
mystery by the sudden, still 
unexplained death just two 
days earlier of New York 
City’s 53-year-old 
Emergency Co-ordinator 
Barry Jennings, who had 
been an outspoken critic of 
the official version of the 
WTC 7 collapse. Indeed, 
David Ray Griffin dedicates 
his book on Building 7 “to 
the memory of Barry 
Jennings, whose truth-telling 
may have cost him his life.” 


But the biggest question of 
all, of course, is why 
Building 7 was brought 
down on the afternoon of 
9/11 — and the most 
compelling explanation 
came from former German 
cabinet minister and 
internationally-respected 
security expert Andreas Von 
Buelow, who believes Rudy 
Giuliani’s 23rd floor 
“bunker” was used to 
co-ordinate the “attacks” on 
the twin towers. “It would 
have been the optimal 
place,” he says, “to run the 
‘attacks’ using remote-con- 
trol technology.” And the 
building’s collapse would 
destroy any incriminating 
evidence. 


.. continued on page 5 
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Our look at the strange saga of Building 7 
would not be complete without noting that 
one person above all emerged as the “big 
winner” from the collapse of WTC 7: the 
building’s lease-holder, “Lucky Larry” 
Silverstein, who pocketed a cool 
$475-million after buying the building for 
$386-million just six weeks before 9/11 and 
winning an insurance claim for $861-mil- 
lion after it collapsed. 


The ease with which he obtained that 
super-generous payout was especially 
remarkable in view of Silverstein’s startling 
statement in an interview with PBS in 
September, 2002, that he had told 
firefighters on the afternoon of 9/11 that 
Building 7 should be “pulled” (the industry 
term for controlled demolition). 

For more details see: 

e The CIA and September 11th by Andreas Von Buelow 
e “Why Indeed Did the WTC Buildings Collapse?” 
by Steven E. Jones in Global Outlook (Issue 11), 2006 
¢ 63 Documents the Government Doesn’t Want 
You to Read by Jesse Ventura and Dick Russell 

e Towers of Deception by Barrie Zwicker 











¢ The Pentagon was struck on 9/11, not by 
a Boeing 757 jetliner as officially claimed, 
but by a much smaller projectile in an 
“attack” carefully planned and controlled 
to make sure there would be only minimal 
damage and casualties — and also to make 
sure key documents related to a 
$2.3-trillion military spending scandal 
would be destroyed in the “attack.” 


If we were to believe the official story about 
how the Pentagon was “attacked” on 9/11, it 
would surely have had to be the strangest 
attack that had ever been carried out on any 
building in history. 


If the “hijacked” Boeing 757 jetliner had 
really approached the Pentagon from the 
west, as we were told, the “suicide 
hijackers” would surely have plunged the 
plane directly into the roof, causing massive 
damage and almost certainly killing 
Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and 
many top military officials. But instead, we 
are told, these remarkably considerate 
“hijackers” circled around the building for 
no apparent reason and struck a section 
known as Wedge One, which, as good luck 
would have it, was being renovated at that 
time and was therefore largely unoccupied. 


Moreover, the plane’s circling manoeuvre 
was nothing short of astounding since the 
pilot had to descend 7,000 feet in two 
minutes while travelling at 530 miles per 
hour and performing a steep 270-degree 
banked turn and then crash into the 
Pentagon’s first-floor wall without touching 
the lawn. And this nearly impossible feat 
was supposedly accomplished by a young 
“hijacker,” Hani Hanjour, who hadn’t even 
been able to fly a single-engine Cessna at a 
flight-training school a month earlier. 


Even more amazing, however, was the fact 
that the “hijacked” jetliner had a wingspan 
of 124 feet but whatever hit the Pentagon 
left a hole in the wall just 18 feet in diameter 
— and there was absolutely no physical 
evidence at the “crash site” indicating a 
large jetliner had hit the building. Indeed, a 
number of Pentagon employees, such as 
April Gallop and Karen Kwiatkowski, who 
rushed to the site of the “crash” found no 
signs of an aircraft — no fuselage wreckage, 
seats, luggage or human remains. Even the 
plane’s two six-ton engines, made of 
tempered steel and virtually indestructible 
titanium, just magically vanished and 
neither has been found to this day. Gallop, a 
veteran military data analyst, says the 


official claims that a jetliner struck the 
building are “utterly ridiculous.” 


That view is shared by a number of military 
and civilian aviation experts who have 
studied this issue, such as retired Air Force 
Colonel George Nelson, who worked for 30 
years as an aircraft accident investigator. 
Colonel Nelson says: “Any unbiased 
rational investigator could only conclude 
that a Boeing 757 did not fly into the 
Pentagon as alleged.” 


Indeed, none other than Defense Secretary 
Donald Rumsfeld inadvertently let the cat 
out of the bag in a recorded interview with 
Parade magazine on October 12th, 2001, 
when he referred to “the missile” that struck 
the Pentagon before correcting himself and 
saying he had meant to use the word “plane. 


’ 


So, since American Airlines Flight 77 
obviously didn’t really hit the Pentagon, 
what actually happened to the plane? 
According to Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion records, the plane dropped off the radar 
screen at 8:56 a.m. (41 minutes before the 
Pentagon was hit) and it apparently went 
down in a remote part of northern Kentucky 
near the Indiana border. It remains unclear 
to this day exactly how and why the plane 
went down and what became of the aircraft 
and its passengers. What is absolutely clear, 
however, is that the journey of Flight 77 on 
9/11 ended in the Midwest, hundreds of 
miles away from the Pentagon. 


That being the case, what really struck the 
Pentagon? All of the evidence indicates the 
“attack” was a self-inflicted wound. The 
building was hit by a small missile in a very 
carefully controlled operation to keep 
damage to a minimum and, above all, to 
make sure Defense Secretary Donald 
Rumsfeld and the top Pentagon officials who 
were in the building at the time wouldn’t be 
harmed. I understand it is very difficult, or 
perhaps even impossible, for many people to 
face the shocking reality that the “attack” on 
the Pentagon was a hoax — but the truth 
doesn’t cease to be the truth simply because 
its implications are so horrifying. 


In any case, the truth about what happened at 
the Pentagon could have been made clear to 
everyone by releasing the video tapes from 
the 87 surveillance cameras known to be in 
operation in the area around the Pentagon 

— especially the tapes from the cameras at 
the Sheraton Hotel and Citgo Gas Station 
across the street from the Pentagon, which 
both had clear sight-lines to Wedge One. 


But all of these tapes have been suppressed 
(FBI agents seized the Sheraton and Citgo 
tapes only minutes after the Pentagon was 
hit). All that the authorities have released are 
a few still-frames which show a small fire 
and a fuzzy white streak but which provide 
no proof at all that a jetliner hit the building. 


It is also important to note that while the 
phony “attack” on the Pentagon was carried 
out mainly to whip up public fear and 
hysteria, so Dick Cheney and his friends 
could proceed with their imperial 
adventures in Afghanistan and Iraq, it also 
served another purpose: helping to cover up 
a major military spending scandal. 


On September 10th, 2001, Defense 
Secretary Rumsfeld made the astonishing 
public announcement that an estimated 
$2.3-trillion of Defense Department money 
had apparently gone missing and the matter 
was under investigation. Less than 24 hours 
later, the 9/11 “attacks” occurred and, as 
bad luck would have it, the part of the 
Pentagon “attacked,” Wedge One, just 
happened to be the place where financial 


records were kept, and hundreds of 
important documents were destroyed. 


Officially, of course, this was all pure 
coincidence and the “attack” on the Pentagon 
wasn’t intended to destroy any evidence or 
divert attention away from the spending scan- 
dal — but if you believe that, please contact 
me immediately and I will be happy to offer 
you a bargain-basement price for a certain 
bridge I own in New York City or one of 
several tourist resorts I operate on the moon! 
For more details see: 

e “The Pentagon: Big Plane, Small Holes” by 
Jim Hoffman in Global Outlook (Issue 11), 2006 
e Cognitive Infiltration by David Ray Griffin 

e American Conspiracies by Jesse Ventura and 
Dick Russell 








e Although the U.S. authorities have 
waged one of the most high-powered 
propaganda campaigns in history to try to 
brainwash and intimidate people into 
believing Osama bin Laden was 
responsible for 9/11, there is actually not a 
shred of credible evidence that he 
orchestrated the “attacks” — the so-called 
“smoking-gun videotape” purportedly 
showing bin Laden chortling about the 
“attacks” is as phony as President Barack 
Obama’s claim that bin Laden was killed 
by U.S. commandos in Pakistan. 


Osama bin Laden was the perfect “terrorist 
bogeyman” to serve as a credible scapegoat 
for Dick Cheney and his cohorts when they 
pulled off their false-flag operation on 
September 11th, 2001. By bin Laden’s own 
admission, al Qaeda operatives had carried 
out a number of anti-US. attacks around the 
world such as the 1998 bombings of the 
American embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam, so it was fairly easy to con the U.S. 
public into believing bin Laden was also 
responsible for the events of 9/11 

— especially amid all the blind fear and 
hysteria that followed the “attacks.” 


Shortly after 9/11, then U.S. Secretary of 
State Colin Powell promised he would 
provide clear proof that bin Laden was 
responsible for 9/11 “within a few days.” 
And the Taliban leaders in power in 
Afghanistan at the time publicly stated they 
would turn bin Laden over to the U.S. 
authorities if the Americans provided proof 
bin Laden was responsible for the 9/11 
“attacks.” But no such evidence has been 
produced to this day. Indeed, even FBI 
spokesman Rex Tomb publicly admitted: 
“The FBI has no hard evidence connecting 
bin Laden to 9/11.” 


Following every previous al Qaeda 
operation, bin Laden had quickly claimed 
responsibility and boasted that it 
demonstrated al Qaeda’s power — not 
surprisingly, since one of the main goals of 
these operations was to win new recruits for 
al Qaeda. If bin Laden had really 
masterminded the 9/11 “attacks,” he would 
undoubtedly have trumpeted his 
involvement to the heavens and proclaimed 
it the greatest “achievement” of his life. 


But instead bin Laden emphatically denied 
any responsibility for 9/11. Indeed, speaking 
on Al-Jazeera on September 16th and to the 
Islamic Press on September 17th, bin Laden 
swore “in the name of Islam” that he had 
nothing to do with the “attacks.” This was a 
very powerful denial since, whatever one 
might have thought of Osama, he was 
undeniably a very devout Wahabi Muslim. 


As the weeks went by, the U.S. authorities 
came under increasing pressure to come up 
with at least some proof of bin Laden’s 


involvement, so on December 13th they 
released what they called “a smoking-gun 
videotape,” which they claimed American 
soldiers had found in an abandoned house in 
Jalalabad, Afghanistan, and which purports to 
show bin Laden chortling with some friends 
about the 9/11 “attacks.” Actually, however, 
it is a sad commentary on the gullibility of 
the public and the news media that this 
transparently fraudulent tape was taken 
seriously let alone accepted as authentic. 
Indeed, even America’s leading academic 
expert on bin Laden, Dr. Bruce Lawrence of 
Duke University, dismissed the tape as 
“bogus” — but that comment was never 
reported, of course, in the mainstream media. 


On close examination, the “bin Laden” in 
the video is clearly an impostor. He has 
darker skin, fuller cheeks, a broader nose 
and much shorter fingers than the real bin 
Laden. The “bin Laden” in the video also 
had a serious weight problem and looked 
more like Santa than Osama. At the time 
this tape was allegedly made, the real bin 
Laden’s body was severely emaciated: he 
was in the final stage of dying from kidney 
disease and was thin as a rake. Also by that 
point, the real bin Laden’s left arm was 
paralyzed, but the “bin Laden” in the video 
casually raises his left arm above his head. 
Moreover, part of Osama bin Laden’s shtick 
was that he always made a point of moving 
slowly and gracefully like a ballet dancer 
— but the “bin Laden” in the video jerks 
about like a drunken fan at a UFC fight. 


As it turned out, the “Jalalabad tape” was 
the first of a long series of phony bin Laden 
video and audio tapes that the U.S. 
authorities would produce. At the time of 
9/11, bin Laden was very seriously ill with 
severe kidney disease and was being kept 
alive only with intensive dialysis 
treatments. In his last authentic videotape 
message, recorded sometime after 
November 16th and aired by Al-Jazeera on 
December 27th, 2001, bin Laden looked 
shockingly gaunt and almost cadaverous, 
with his left arm hanging limp. After 
carefully examining this tape, CNN’s 
medical specialist Dr. Sanjay Gupta said bin 
Laden appeared to be “in the final stage of 
renal failure” and noted anyone in such 
condition “would be unlikely to survive 
beyond several days or a week at the most.” 


Indeed, there is compelling evidence that 
bin Laden finally lost his long struggle with 
kidney disease and died in mid-December, 
2001 — less than 100 days after 9/11 — and 
he was buried near Tora Bora in southeast- 
ern Afghanistan. This evidence is explained 
in great detail by David Ray Griffin in his 
book Osama bin Laden: Dead or Alive? 


The first reports of bin Laden’s death appeared 
in The Observer newspaper in Pakistan on 
December 25th, 2001, and these reports 
quickly spread around the world. By the end 
of 2001 these reports were being widely 
accepted as true even by many political 
leaders and news organizations in the West. 


Suddenly, however, in early 2002, the 
Osama saga took another weird twist when 
officials of both the U.S. and al Qaeda told 
us — without offering any credible evidence 
— that we should stop believing bin Laden 
was dead and start believing he was still 
alive. Old Osama had apparently 
experienced a miraculous resurrection! 


Actually, as former CIA operative Robert 
Baer and others have noted, both the U.S. 
and al Qaeda had a huge mutual interest in 
“breathing life” into bin Laden’s corpse. 


.. continued on page 6 
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“In fact,” Baer says, “there was a —_———, 
vast industry of contractors, corpo- 

rations and pundits who needed 
bin Laden alive — all of them 
eating at the trough.” 


The U.S. needed a “live” 
super-bogeyman — with bin Laden 
dead, the highly lucrative 
“anti-terrorist” gravy train might 
come screeching to a halt. And al 
Qaeda also needed a “live” Osama 
to serve as its superstar leader 
since it had no potential successor 
with the same kind of charisma 
and ability to attract new recruits. 
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Consequently, over the past 

decade, as David Ray Griffin has 

documented so brilliantly, we witnessed a truly bizarre spectacle, 
with a steady stream of dire warnings coming from the long-dead 
Osama bin Laden in phony voice-morphing tapes. Although these 
voice-from-the-grave tapes were blindly accepted as genuine by 
almost all of the North American media, they were widely ridiculed 
in more sophisticated political and diplomatic circles. For example, 
former U.S. Foreign Service officer Angelo Codevilla joked in 
American Spectator magazine that bin Laden had become “Osama 
bin Elvis”. 


By early 2011 we began to see indications bin Laden had finally 
out-lived his usefulness to both the U.S. and al Qaeda — and it seemed 
the “Ghost of Osama” might soon be exorcised, so to speak! On 
February 9th U.S. counter-terrorism director Michael Leiter 
announced the U.S. no longer considered bin Laden the biggest terror 
threat to the U.S. — he had lost his number-one bogeyman spot to the 
relatively obscure Anwar al Awlaki in Yemen. Leiter said bin Laden 
was “no longer able to organize terrorist plots the way he once could” 
— which was no doubt true since most people who have been dead for 
ten years are no longer quite as productive as they once were! 





The stage was now set for Barack Obama to go before the cameras on 
May 2nd and tell the world, with as much dramatic flair as he could 
muster, that U.S. commandos had “just killed” bin Laden in a raid on 
a mansion located near a large military base in Abbottabad, Pakistan. 


Just a short time after Obama’s address, however, the official story 
began to unravel when U.S. officials made the astonishing claim that 
bin Laden’s body had been “buried at sea in accordance with Muslim 
tradition.” One person who immediately expressed skepticism was 
George Noory, host of the widely-syndicated radio show “Coast to 
Coast AM,” who happened to be broadcasting live on more then 500 
stations at the time of Obama’s announcement. 


When told bin Laden’s body had been dumped in the ocean, Noory 
exclaimed: “This surely must be a joke!” He later added: “This is one 
of the most ridiculous things I’ve heard in all my years of broadcast- 
ing. Anyone who knows anything about Islamic practices would be 
aware that a Muslim should never be buried at sea unless the person 
dies on a boat. A Muslim should be buried in the ground with the head 
facing toward Mecca.” Noory’s comments were echoed by Islamic 
clerics around the world who said most Muslims would consider the 
action allegedly taken by the U.S. to be insulting, not respectful. 


The official account of the Rambo-style shootout on bin Laden’s 
“hideout” was also immediately ridiculed by a number of indepen- 
dent military and intelligence experts such as Craig Hulet and Dr. 
Steve Pieczenik, who pointed out that such a raid would have been 
the worst possible tactics to use in the circumstances described. In a 
real scenario of this kind, Hulet noted, “every effort would have been 
made to take bin Laden alive and this would almost certainly have 
been achieved using the right kind of tactics.” And even if bin Laden 
had been killed in the operation, his body certainly wouldn’t have 
been chucked into the ocean — it would have been made available to 
independent forensic experts for examination and verification. 


In any case, the debate about “what happened to bin Laden on May 
Ist” is totally irrelevant since, as we’ve already seen, old Osama had 
already kicked the bucket almost a decade earlier. Dr. Pieczenik, who 
has worked as a high-level military and intelligence advisor in the 
U.S. capital for many years and has a lot of insider friends, says: 
“Practically everyone of consequence in Washington is well aware 
bin Laden died of renal failure in December, 2001. Privately, some 
people even talk and joke about it. But no one ever dares to say 
anything about this in public, for obvious reasons.” 


In the days following Obama’s announcement, the official version of 
the raid changed so often and there were so many contradictions and 
discrepancies that at one briefing session White House Press Secretary 
Jay Carney almost broke down, pleading with reporters that all the 
problems with the official story had resulted from “the fog of war.” 
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Nonetheless, even though the “we-just-killed-Osama” routine was 
carried out with about as much aplomb and finesse as might have 
been expected from the Three Stooges, Obama was immediately 
hailed by most of the ever-gullible public and the brain-dead mass 
media as “the great terrorist slayer,” so he now gets to cash in 
politically on the 9/11 lies just as George Bush and Dick Cheney did 
earlier. Perhaps Obama should change his campaign slogan for the 
next election from “Yes, we can!” to “Yes, we con!” 


In any case, the “anti-terrorist” gravy train keeps rolling along, with 
further fuel provided by all the “scary” information contained in the 
so-called “treasure trove” of documents supposedly found in bin 
Laden’s “hideout. Not surprisingly, these “frightening” documents 
warn of more possible al Qaeda “attacks” to come, perhaps this time 
in Los Angeles, Chicago or Washington, D.C. With trillions of dollars 
at stake, the big “terrorism” show must go on — Osama or no Osama! 


Meanwhile, right on cue, al Qaeda’s Ayman al-Zawahri weighed in 
with a suitably sleazy, hypocritical video claiming he was “shocked” 
to learn of the U.S. “commando raid” and telling us bin Laden’s role 
in the ongoing drama had now changed from romantic elusive 
warrior to glorious martyr. Ten years earlier, of course, it had been 
al-Zawahri who made the decision that it was to al Qaeda’s advantage 
at that point to keep the dead bin Laden “alive”. In his video, 
al-Zawahri even managed to “one-up” Barack Obama in terms of 
show-biz presentation by delivering his spiel wearing flowing white 
robes and brandishing a Kalashnikov rifle! 


For more details see: 





¢ The War on Truth: 9/11, Disinformation and the Anatomy of Terrorism by 
Nafeez Mosaddeq Ahmed 

e Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central Asia by Ahmad Rashid 
e Unholy Wars by John K. Cooley 

e Conspiracies, Conspiracy Theories and the Secrets of 9/11 by Mathias Broeckers 








Next month, when we conclude our look at what really happened 
on 9/11, we will see that: 


e The conflict in Afghanistan is a totally bogus war — the Bush- 
Cheney administration had already decided months before 9/11 to 
invade the country and use it as a pipeline corridor so the huge Cent 
Gas energy consortium could transport hundreds of billions of dollars 
worth of oil and gas from the Caspian Basin to the Indian Ocean. 


e 9/11 was not just one of history’s greatest frauds but also one of 
history’s greatest “robberies” — “lucky” WTC lease-holders and 
stock-market investors pocketed hundreds of millions of dollars while 
even “luckier” oil, arms and security companies gained hundreds of 
billions of dollars. 


¢ The official report of the 9/11 commission is one of the most 
blatantly dishonest documents in all of human history — its 571 pages 
are a concoction of literally hundreds of distortions, omissions and 
even outright lies such as, for example, the astonishing claim that 
none of the four “black boxes” aboard the planes that hit the towers 
were recovered when, in fact, all four were found. 


e 9/11 was one of the great watershed moments in history and it 
produced some of the very best of genuine patriotic heroes such as 
WTC custodian William Rodriguez but also some of the very worst of 
pseudo-patriotic zeroes such as Vice-President 
Dick Cheney. 


Gordon Pollard, who is a native of Victoria, 
has a MA in History from Columbia 
University in New York City and a BA in 
History and English from the University 

of Victoria. After working for 10 years as 

a journalist in B.C., Alberta, and Ontario, 
Gordon spent 20 years teaching English and 
History in Nigeria, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe 
and Sri Lanka. 








Site C Dam Update 
from Don Startin 


The project is now before the Environ- 
mental Assessment Office [EAO] of the 
B.C. government. 


The dam project has its own website 
which can be seen on the home page of 
the EAO at eao.gov.bc.ca. It is called, can 
you imagine this, “The Site C Clean 
Energy Project,” which has to be one of 
the slimiest pieces of ecocidal spin I ever 
did see. This dam is not - repeat - not 
clean. The reservoir behind the dam will 
give off enormous amounts of methane 
which is much more harmful than carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere. Also, the 
emissions from all the construction will 
be most deleterious. 


The public are allowed to comment at the 
bottom of the website. 


Consumption 


The more we want 
The more we need 
The things we have 
Receive no heed 


Like Einstein’s knowledge asymptote 
We can never reach the end 


As we hurry toward the carrot 
It recedes over the horizon 

If we slow our pace 

The sting of the stick threatens 
earnest pain 


The race without finish catches us up 
and sweeps us along 
We tire, we hurt 
We stumble, we fall 
We rise. we go on 


We must withdraw, step out 
Give up the contest 


Face it, there is no prize 
There is no end 


We must resist joining the race 


Consumption is a disease 
which first 
leaves us breathless 
and then 
leaves us dead 


Chuck Sigmund, Parksville 
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ask hothead 


Updates Issue: 


Regarding Source Security (SNZ May 
2011) 


On March 24th officer E#99881 
encroached upon my civil liberties. I made 
a complaint, and I got a response from 
“Fraser Marshall, Deputy Registrar, 
Security Services Act, Solicitor Generals 
Office.” He issued a “warning notice for a 
violation of section 5(4) (b) of the Act” to 
guard number E#99881 - “fail to comply 
with worker licence condition...” 


So stand up for your rights, citizens of ‘civ’ 
(civilisation)! If you don’t stand up for 
your rights they’ll continue to erode till 
there is no one left to write articles such as these. 





Look around and see the new ‘police state’ (waste of money). Black uniforms 
on ambulance drivers, blacks for bylaw, blacks for security officers. Hard to 
tell them apart from the cops in black uniforms, hey? No accident there 
folks! It’s the Neo Liberals and Neo Conservatives in their prefascist state’s 
move forward, with the conviction of a virus. 


Regarding The Market and the Chicken (SNZ July 2011) 


Note to the Market on Yates Manager/Owner who barred me for being 
“verbally abusive” to his staff. I was saying words such as “that looks pretty 
embarrasing fellows, 4-6 of you on one man, I hope he’s breathing and you’re 
not leaning into a main artery, shame shame!” while I took the photo. 


I would accept an apology for the Life Barring I got for taking the picture and 
speaking truth. I respectfully suggest you revert back to your original and 
more humane security policy reflecting the non violent vibe, action with com- 
passion. I know you’re already getting at least $300.00 less a month from ex 
customer allies, not to mention the recent powerful letter you received from a 
friend and comrade Bobby. 


We know we can coexist in respectful ways, let’s be changing with the times 
and moving forward with forgiveness. In the meantime, rally for permanent 
homes for all! 


Regarding The Mustard Seed (SNZ March 2011) 


This refers to my first Ask Hothead article about the diverse multi level 
power issues/misuse of power that occurs there, like in every many other 
community existing! 


I understand that there have been some healthy staff changes. Lets ensure 
Mustard Seed understands that the Policy changes must follow in order to 
deal with the systemic issues that give life to misuse and abuse which then 
creates unnecessary power struggle conflicts. 


Regarding CopWatch Victoria 


We are moving the location, the time of week as well as time of day for our 
meetings. Thursday over dinner hour out of the downtown with very little 
support is not working for folks. TBA. ASAP. Meantime, any peeps who 
were part of the theatre of the oppressed /forum theatre group with River and 
I, and helped create the CopWatch wrkshp @ Cracks in the Concrete, give 
Copwatch an email (copwatchvic@ gmail.com) or call 778-430-2454 and 
leave a message. We are going to start organising a core group that will 
move forward creating educational theatre around lived experiences with 
police. We have rights, we have reality, and we have desire for change! 


Coming soon will be a Hothead Website that will also host CopWatch. 


CopWatch Victoria is dedicated to bringing The Break Thru Project to our 
diverse and growing social justice/union movements. That includes a large 
number of Harm Reduction/IIlicit Drug User communities, an even larger 
diversity of homeless and street involved communities, not to mention the 
diverse indigenous, anarcho feminist and anarchist communities. Break Thru 
Project is run out of Radical Women’s Community in Vancouver and asks us 
to ask ourselves and each other “Where is our power intersecting”? Like how 
we asked ourselves and each other in first wave anti oppression 101 w/radical 
feminist roots, “where do our oppressions intersect?” We are more than 
ready for this next step in our movement forward. Even when we wanta stop, 
we keep moving... 


In the next issue Ill answer “where’s the THAW documentary on 
homelessness at, the one with the kool new title Taking the Fall?” And, “what 
do you do when dental coverage ain’t covering it?” Hint? Robin Hood. 


Kym Hothead is a self identified transgendered warrior, radical anarcho 
feminist, anti poverty activist, pagan, person with a disability, recovering 
Catholic from North End Winnipeg Red River Cree Territory, now a visitor 
on occupied Coast Salish territories. You can write to Kym at kymhothead@ 
gmail.com and you can read previous articles online in the archives at 
RelativeNewz.ca. 


Taking it to the People! 


Who speaks for the homeless? YOU DO! 


Is it getting tougher or easier on the street? Why 
is violence increasing? Is nobody listening to 
you? Well, we are. 


The Victoria Committee to End Homelessness 
(not the Coalition, we're the ginger group!) is 
holding meetings the first and third Wednesdays 
at 7 pm at Silver Threads (Douglas & Herald St., 
across from the old Bay). We're meeting the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of every month 
at 1:30 pm in the Chapel at Our Place. 


This is your chance to speak, bitch, plan and run 
your own meeting. We'll be there, but just to 
help. Everyone is welcome and you don't have 
to be homeless right now. 


You've got street experience and street needs 
and what you report or propose is valuable. We 
can help pass it on and press for change and for 
answers. 


We're activists who have been meeting for more 
than three years. We challenge City Hall, the 
provincial government, the service providers and 
the police. Many of us have street experience. 


Join us in at Silver Threads, and/or Our Place on 
Wednesday! 


For more info phone 250 480 4854 or email to: 
alisonacker@shaw.ca. 


IO y 4 
Nothing About Us Without Us! 





Re: Market on Yates 


Thank you for writing about the incident at 
The Market on Yates. I can understand that 
merchants need to let people know that 
shoplifting is not acceptable. I would like 
to suggest a Restorative Justice approach 
where the victim and the offender are able 
to speak about their feelings and needs and 
come to an appropriate agreement to settle 
the dispute. and HEAL THE HARM. 


Sincerely, 


Joanna Wllkinson 





Hi Janine, 


Judy & I received our Street Newz 
yesterday. An outstanding issue and your 
editorial, in my opinion, was well written 


as usual and right on. 
Thanks, 
Chuck 





Rose's Glasgow Report 


from Rose Henry 


I don’t think I will ever be able say thank you enough for 
supporting me on my trip to Glasgow to the International 
Street Newspaper Conference in July 2011. It was such an 
honour. I was the only street vendor in attendance. 


While I was in Glasgow attending the conference I felt I 
was a voice for all the world’s vendors. I also attended 
workshops, one on human rights, and received gifts from 
the Japanese, Korean, and Norwegian delegations. I was 
also recognized for my contribution for story of the year in 
the Best Vendor category. My article was called 
“Economic Violence.” I did not win the award but I sure 
felt like I did win. Just being able to go and represent 
Victoria Street Newz made me feel like a real winner. 


It was and still is such an awesome feeling to know that 
our local paper is a part of an extended family of street 
news papers that print an estimate of over seven million 
papers annually in over eighty countries and thirty different 
languages. Many of them write about the same social 
issues we have been writing about and encourage social 
change through promoting local initiatives that are 
environmentally friendly. 


As far as Victoria’s uniqueness a few people commented 
on the size of the paper. Some people real enjoyed the 
content of the paper. Having it in black and off white was 
very different from the other glossy and very colorful 
papers. It was almost as unique as sending a First Nations 
vendor too. In addition to being the only vendor, I was also 
the only First Nations person, so I did a lot of media 
interviews. 


I spoke to a dozen media from the streets of other countries 
about what it is like to be a person out on the streets trying 
to sell papers and to be in transition to becoming a writer 
and to be writing about social change. 


I spoke to the media from countries like Serbia, Norway, 
Czech., Austria, China, Africa, BBC Scotland, USA and 
Quebec. What I spoke about was how our editor and the 
vendors are awesome and how we all follow a code of 
conduct that we can be proud of. I spoke about being 
environmentally friendly. I told them about the lack of 
drinking water for over 130 reservations where a high 
percentage of First Nations people still reside, to the 
missing and murdered women from Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside, and how street papers can be a major 
part in shaping our community by promoting local, 
sponsoring local events and employing local people. 


One day I went looking for vendors in Glasgow, and found 
three of them to speak with. I suggested ways, to the 
conference organizers and the honorary president of the 
INSP, that they could attract vendors inside the conference. 


A lot of the other street news papers admired our street 
newz paper for its consciousness of the type paper we use 
and the extra attention given to the content of each 
printing. They like the size. A few notice that we print our 
budget on the back of it. This is something they never 
considered. 


Towards the end of the conference I was invited to the next 
conference, which happens to be in the same city that the 
Olympics happens to be going to. London England. 


Visit RelativeNewz.ca for audio, video, and photos of 
Rose’s journey to Scotland, or to read Rose's essay 
published in the May 2010 edition. 
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Division of Labours 
by Brian Mason 


a newspaper and you are just as likely to mutter My God, how stupid and 


R= a science book and you’re likely to say Wow, are we ever smart! Read 
senseless we all are. Same hero, different plot. 


Which brings me to (among others) Lester Brown, he of Worldwatch Institute 
fame and often portrayed as one of the most influential and respected thinkers of 
our age. He’s written a new book of gloom and hope, Plan B 2.0: Rescuing a 
Planet Under Stress and a Civilization in Trouble. It’s an example of environ- 
mental writing, a genre that does two things well: diagnose one type of problem 
we face on planet Earth (at least in the eyes of Western beholders) and prescribe a 
progressive mix of geo-thermal, wind and silicon to fix it all. Missing, always, are 
the How-the-hell-do-we-change directions-quickly-and-all-together chapters. 
These would be the practical/political/social change bits. Without these missing 
links, all such books — and there are plenty of them — are to be dismissed as just so 
much utopian chatter. Better to read the Bible if you want to be comforted with 
thoughts of a glorious future. 


The predictable gap in these books is easily explained by the paradox in my 
opening paragraph. The diagnosis of the environmental problems we face 

— climate change, pollution, depleting aquifers and all the rest — which usually 
comprises the opening chapters of these books, is based on science. The authors 
look at the available studies and research, summarize the findings, and present the 
gloomy news in readable fashion. The fix, the wonderful world to which we 
might all aspire (the latter sections of these books), is also based on science, 
because it outlines how technology might bring good things to Earth. So far, so 
good. 


But if it were all simply a matter of applying the science, we could convene the 
world panel of experts tomorrow and get on with it. Lo and behold, it’s not. Call 
it the read-the-headlines problem. And what does it tell us? That smart and stupid 
happen to live at the same address. Yet it’s no secret, and a situation often 
lamented, that progress in the study of human behaviour has not kept pace with 
advances in the (hard) sciences. As far back as eighteenth century philosopher 
David Hume - the tricentennial of whose birth we are acknowledging this year 
and one of the first philosophers to try to put the study of human behaviour on a 
scientific footing — we’ ve tried to figure out how to live well together by 
rigorously studying ourselves. Previously, religion had this field to itself, more or 
less since the end of the Golden Age of Greece. Unfortunately, you need only to 
count the death-toll from conflicts since David Hume first began his pondering to 
see that we haven’t made much headway on the living-well-together meter. 


Even the relative certainty of science poses challenges. Understanding scientific 
laws doesn’t mean we know when, why, whether or how best to apply them. 
While Einstein offered a few choice words about this conundrum as the atomic 
bomb was being built, there are no end of current examples. Engineers can easily 
design and build a bridge (yes, even a replacement for the Blue Bridge) that will 
work just fine and likely not collapse; but they can’t tell us if it should be built and 
where, how much to spend on it relative to other social needs, whether it should 
carry trains and pedestrians and cars and bicycles or some mix thereof, who 
should pay for it, whether to include public art in the design and how to select the 
public art, what colour the bridge should be, how the positioning of the bridge 
might be reconciled with competing land claims or expropriation issues, and so 
on. Call this the intersection problem, the place where human nature meets 
scientific laws. 


Managing human affairs is an elusive art, subject, unlike science, to no standard 
laws that we are aware of. It’s doubtful if more studies of human behaviour would 
much improve the situation. As Emerson once put it, “We are all dying of 
miscellany,” and social science research has contributed mightily to this stock. 

Yet this — the sheer messy randomness of life — is how it is and ever ought to be, 
as if we had any choice in the matter. 


The great Hume proposed a lengthy list of character traits he felt would help us to 
navigate the storms of social living: cheerfulness, tranquility, serenity, generosity, 
gratitude, kindness, courage, politeness, wit, ingenuity, modesty, decency and 
cleanliness. Not a bad list of virtues, all in all, even if it’s not grounded in any 
first principles of science. 


The problem, as always in human affairs, lies in the interpretation and application 
of perceived virtues. On the face of it, there’s not much to quibble over in Hume’s 
anodyne list. Regardless, history has shown how various schools of thought 
solidify around different virtues (or values), with increasingly zealous defenders 
of the different world views fighting over their definitive restatements of the good 
life. Even the staid Economist magazine, mouthpiece for all things vain and 
greedy, managed to capture this spirit: “Constant upheaval is part and parcel of 
capitalism’s creative destruction.” Parse that statement, if you dare. 


Virtues, though, are not ideology. Rather than try to interpret the world around us, 
they offer pointers in how to live well with others. Lacking content, they rely on 
the user to make them come to life, therein the problem. 


I leave the final words to Hume: “Reason is, and ought only to be the slave of the 
passions.” Substitute science for reason and you get the point. The gods, in the 
end, are everywhere and nowhere. 


Brian Mason lives in James Bay. 


Letters .... 


Just Say NO to Coal !! 


In the David and Goliath struggle, Port 
Alberni versus coal-port, under current, 
WTO rules, coal barons have a right to 
enter our territories and potentially 
pollute our natural, life-giving assets, if 
approved by governments of Canada 
and British Columbia. 


How did we end up having such an 
unmanageable GHG problem? The fossil 
fuel industry, the most lucrative in human 
history, has the deepest pockets of all, with 
enough cash to make sure no one believes 
Earth’s climate or peak oil experts. 


With big oil’s constant brainwashing, 
we ignore the facts so we can invest 
more into our pension plans on the 
so-called free markets. 


End result? The adults of our current 
society have decided that their comfy 
retirement is more important than the 
grandkids and the descendants yet to 
come. 


Looks like ageism to me with the 
grandchildren and descendants being 
discriminated against. 


Because of these WTO rules, any city 
council we elect will not have the power 
to stop coal coming through the port of 
Port Alberni. 


Claims made otherwise are not genuine. 


The only entities, besides the investors, 
that can stop the coal port are the federal 
and provincial environmental review 
panels who absolutely must find an 
environmental reason that makes this 
project inappropriate for the Somass 
Estuary and the Alberni Inlet. 


Our city-council election result must 
send our loud and clear message. 


No coal, no way, not in a tsunami zone, 
not ever, not in the Ultimate Fishing 
Town. 


Let’s use this municipal election to light 
a bonfire under our MPs and MLAs. No 
coal on Vancouver Island. 


We have an urban/rural community with 
high-value assets, surrounding, and all 
through it. 


We must protect those assets from being 
devalued. We must stand together to 
protect our harbour, the fisheries and our 
people. 


Jen Fisher-Bradley, Port Alberni 


For more information visit: 
nocoalmine net, wildernesscommittee. 
org/coal, www.coalwatch.ca, www. 
coalfreealberni.ca. 











send us your thoughts - StreetNewz@islandnet.com, 
or drop off your writings at 1027 Pandora Avenue. 


It Can't Happen Here ? 


It’s interesting that shills for the nuclear industry get 
plenty of press to explain why “it can’t happen here” 
as fallout from the Japanese disaster continues to 
spread. 


Some say Canadian nuclear accidents are less likely 
because our land is more stable. They should note the 
coming 200th anniversary of the New Madrid 
earthquake, which jolted America from December 
1811 through May 1812. 


Remarkably, it was predicted by the Prophet, brother 
of Shawnee chief Tecumseh who lead Canadian 
forces in the War of 1812. 


At New Madrid, Missouri, people watched the 
Mississippi River hump up in the middle, then 
overflow both banks and flow upstream, wiping out 
forests on both sides. For over five months, quakes 
shook and demolished buildings from Chattanooga, 
Tennessee to Chicago, Illinois to North Carolina. 
Over 200 quakes were recorded in the newspapers of 
the time. Geologists estimate over 30,000 square 
miles rose as much as 25 feet, and an equal amount 
fell the same distance. 


It’s bad enough to leave our children with the huge 
debts required to build nuclear plants. Even worse to 
saddle them with the clean-up costs of radiated lands 
and rivers. 


Jim Erkiletian, Nanaimo 


Beautiful BC, Wild and Free? 


Readers most definitely should travel the “new 
improved” route from Lake Cowichan, Mesachie 
Lake to Port Renfrew and experience the landscape 
now modified by extensive clearcuts and slash/logs 
left to decay. 


It is an eye opener to see the changes from the 
forested slopes to what resembles a warzone. 
Clearcuts as far as the eye can see, with definite 
impact on localized climate causing drought, higher 
temperatures and extensive runoff erosion, changes in 
rainfall locations and destruction of the carbon sink. 


Perhaps the logging tenures should be replaced by 
turning the region to mixed sustainable community 
use. 


Sue Hiscocks - Victoria BC 
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the Street Newz: Vendor. Team 


Want to earn some 29 and promote independent media? 





Contact John at 250- 
886-5863 or visit 
his “office” near Fort on 
Douglas St. 






_" 


Dou Evelyn Ken 
London Drugs-Yates Cook St. Village Douglas @ Yates 





Thanks again to everyone who 
supported Rose’s journey to 
Glasgow to represent us at the 
International Network of Street 


Newspapers (INSP) Conference. 
Updates from and about Rose 


Lillian Rose Shirley Trish are available on our website at 
Library Square Govt St. James Bay Thrifty’s James Bay Thrifty’ RelativeNewz.ca 





Thank You for Supporting Independent Media! 


This newspaper does not accept funding from corporate or 
government sources. We prefer to keep valuable print space 
available for important news and information rather than fill it 
up with advertising. We’re currently waiting to hear about a 


May 
money 
from 
the sale 
of this 
newspaper 
be used 


grant ... if you’re able to help us financially that’d be most 
appreciated. We don’t have charitable status (charities are 
unable to do advocacy) so we can’t issue a tax receipt. If you 
know of any grantors willing to fund a non-profit that doesn’t 
have charitable status, please let us know. We’re online at 
RelativeNewz.ca, email is streetnewz@islandnet.com. Thanks. 


for peace, 
and pass 
through 
healing 
hands. 
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